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The Grave Beliefs Summary
	In ‘Grave Beliefs: Stories of the supernatural and the uncanny among Canada’s Great War trench soldiers,’ Tim Cook argues that the soldiers go to war without knowing what awaits them. He asserts that the fresh soldiers faced severe problems, including sleep deprivation, escaping death, anger, and resignation. Tim Cook studied through several soldier letters and other materials, which he used to narrate stories and experiences of other soldiers during the war. Tim gives instances of incidences when the soldiers who hide in the trenches but only to be blown by shell explosion to the surface (Cook, 2013). Soldiers would be buried alive by dirt blown by the bombings during the war while others walked away with a fine spray of blood from the injured soldiers or mud. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The author states that the experience of the soldiers at war was a surreal existence where life and death were intertwined. The soldiers had to deal with the horrors as they hoped or feared an afterlife and see visions of deathly spirits roaming the battlefields. Tim asserts that the soldiers, at some point, had premonitions of their deaths due to fear (Cook, 2013). In a blink of an eye, living soldiers would get buried while dead soldiers were brought to the surface. The sought refuge in the trenches that they dug each day, which seems to be an extended grave digging. 
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